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Historic Tall ship offers on board tastings   

One of Britain s most impressive tall ships, The Kathleen & May, is on her way from 
France to Bristol ready to offer visitors to the Bristol Wine & Food Fair special on 
board tastings of fine French wines during the three day event on Harbourside.  

This 109 year old boat is one of only 60 famous tall ships on the UK s National 
Register of Historic Sailing vessels and is the last remaining wooden hulled, triple-
masted top sail schooner. Having spent most of her life working as a sailing trading 
ship the Kathleen & May has been painstakingly restored to her original 1900 
specification and is still registered as a sailing cargo ship.  

The owners of the Kathleen & May have teamed up with vineyard owners in the 
Languedoc-Roussillon region of southern France and will be bringing over some of 
their fine wines for the public to sample and buy direct.  The 130 ft ship will be 
moored alongside the Wine & Food Fair site enabling visitors to the event to go on 
board to sample the wines and enjoy unrivalled views from her decks.   

Rob Salvidge, Bristol broadcaster, sailor and co-owner of the Bristol Ferry Boat 
Company is part of the crew involved in this latest venture and is a great admirer of 
the ship. He said: The Kathleen & May is one of the most important of the United 
Kingdom s core collection of historic sailing ships. It s hoped that by continuing to 
work her in a traditional way bringing exciting cargoes such as fine wine into Bristol, 
her future will be assured. We are looking forward to welcoming many people on 
board both when she's in port and also to join some of the trips we ll be making out 
to sea.

   

Chris Scholes organiser of the Bristol Wine & Food Fair added: We are thrilled that 
the Kathleen & May is on her way to Bristol. The tall ship will make a fantastic 
backdrop to the Wine & Food Fair as well as offering our visitors a really special 
opportunity to sample and buy a selection of wines not normally available to the 
public. We are also delighted to be working with the Bristol Ferry Boat Company 
again this year offering people the chance to come to the Wine & Food Fair by ferry.

     



For information:

 
Media enquiries or photographs please contact: 

Avril Baker Consultancy: Tel: 0117 977 2002, Avril mobile 07803 954 120 

For further information about the event please contact: 

Tel: Chris Scholes, Bristol Event Management Ltd 

Tel: 0117 966 3002 or email: chris@bristoleventmanagement.co.uk  

Notes to Editors:

  

Visitors to the Bristol Wine & Food Fair will be able to arrive in style and also help the 
environment by travelling with the Bristol Ferry Boat Company. A fast track shuttle ferry 
service will picks up from Temple Meads Station at 10 minutes to and 10 minutes past the 
hour and from Hotwells at 10.50 and 11.20, then every 40 minutes. People arriving by ferry 
will receive a £1 discount on their Wine & Food Fair entrance ticket when purchased on the 
boat. Visitors who make use of the ferry will also be able to walk immediately into the heart 
of the event, avoiding the queues, ready to sample and enjoy all the fine wine and excellent 
food on offer.   

The Kathleen & May was built in 1900 in Ferguson & Baird s yard at Connah s Quay near 
Chester. It spent many of its years as a sailing trading ship transporting clay and coal into 
ports in the Bristol channel including Bristol itself. It often delivered coal from here to Ireland 
and brought back animal feed, but also worked various other cargos and was one of the last 
ships in Europe to continue trading under sail. It was taken out of commercial service in 
1960.   

Bristol Wine & Food Fair ticket information & opening times: 

Tickets on sale from www.bristolwineandfoodfair.co.uk

 

and the Bristol Ticket Shop, 26 Union 
Street, Bristol BS1 2DP - Tel: 0117 929 9008 

Ticket price includes an official ISO tasting glass and full event programme. 

Single session tickets:  £8 in advance, £10 on the day  

Weekend pass for entry to all sessions: £15 

Children under 16: free entry 

OAP Card Holders: £7 available from box office on day 

Opening times for Public Sessions: 

Friday 10 July Evening: 5.30pm 

 

10.30pm  

Saturday 11 July Day:       11.30 

 

4pm Evening: 5.30pm 

 

10.30pm 

Sunday 12 July Day:       11.30 

 

6pm   

http://www.bristolwineandfoodfair.co.uk

